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The development of industrial agglomerations at Wenzhou has attracted many studies in the
past. This paper deals with an aspect of Wenzhou’s industry which must be evident to every
observer who visits Wenzhou but has rarely been discussed or analyzed in the literature: its
diversity. Why does Wenzhou have so diverse industrial agglomerations? How have these
agglomerations emerged? To examine the diversity of industries at Wenzhou, this paper begins by
drawing a comprehensive map of Wenzhou’s industrial agglomerations. The map reveals that
there were 153 industrial agglomerations beyond a certain size in Wenzhou in 2001. Industries
range from leather shoes to electric parts, package printing, apparel, valves, pumps, cigarette
lighters, automobile components, and so on. In the latter half of the paper, the development process
of some industrial agglomerations is described. The first case is leather and shoes. Wenzhou has
various industrial agglomerations related to leather and shoes, such as pig leather, cowhide, leather
shoes, leather apparel, plastic shoes, and rubber shoes. The cowhide industry dates back to the late
Qing dynasty, and the present pig leather and cowhide industry agglomerations can be traced back
to the prewar leather industry. Leather shoes industry also dates back to the prewar period. The
leather shoe agglomeration was once extinct during the planned economy era, because of the
nationalization and merger of private enterprises. However, it dramatically revived after the
reform, because the employees of state owned leather shoes factories, who had been private
business owners before nationalization, quit their jobs and established their own businesses. One of
such shoemakers tried to use plastic to make shoes, and his success induced his neighbors to mimic
him, triggering the emergence of a plastic shoe industry agglomeration. The combination of a small
number of innovators, who, like the person who first tried to use plastic to make shoes in Wenzhou,
initiates a new industry, and a large number of followers around the innovator gives rise to the

increasing diversity of industrial agglomerations in Wenzhou.





